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WESTWARD 2
THE COURSE

Host warth-whila amolemce fictiom mtill
comes from Amarica, bat ths small omtput of
capahble sriting from Britain ssemn to by ax-
panding  atsadily, Tha mwaber of British
authars’ beoks issued in the USA, which we
take ¢to ba = fair indication of auccmanful
SP sriting, is b Lhe fpcrease.

NELW WORLDS

~SCIENCE FICTION -

This ysar bas sesm the awccesaful it-
lamtie cressing of Joha Chriastepher's “The
Death of Orman®, a diasster movel af & mmi-
varssl cersal-crop blight: remamed (a myatic
procedurs oftam  adoptad) “Ne Blede of Grmaa®
it bas appeared sa a  book, rum asrially (m

the mass-—+irealation ﬁu_rll_l_rtv__nningm
and in to be filmed by .

Othar emigranta of 1987 so far are "The
Twanty-savasih Day™ by Jobn Mantley) =Alien
Daat" by E. €. Tubb) "The laotope MWen* by

Charlas Erie Malmeg "Shadow Over the Earth"
by Fhilip ¥ilding; "No Man Friday®, remamad

“Firat an Mara®™ by Rex Gordom. Three Naw
l:rlﬂ' serfals bave appeared In jee punk:i:
aka “¥Who Speaks of Comguest™ by lan

Trighty "Teariat Plaoet" {wew “Tha Secret
Viaitera™) by James White; abd "Star Ship"
(mow "The Space-Born") by E. C. Tubb.

Of courae, ths trail has besn hlaged

for them lomg hefara. Eric Prank Rusasell,
Arthur €. Clarks, Jobhm Yymdbam and J. T. Me-
Intoah have jJeng since eatabifshsd  Lhem-
aelvea firmly asncmgh to be na much American
aa British writara, Now we may be entering
the time whem Lhe wugon tralas follew tLhe
agcaute.

Will we sea the day whan Americam SF
readers #ill acom the newaatanda sagerly for
Bew Britiah sagaxines, afterwards grodgiagly
turming to sacond-rate American imitations?
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SCIPNCE FANTLSY Ko. 24

Plague = Robart Presalie

Nlind Chance — Margaret lLowe
Flawera of the Foreat - Brian ¥,
Feter Preserved =~ Jomathan Rurke
The Ubiquitous You = Richard Wilson

The Trouble with Them - fertrnm Chandler
The Mnn with Talent - Rabert Silverberg

Aldias

Pat Frank'a "Mr. Adsm™ is the first SP

title {in Lhe Tanther serion far mors Lhan
two years, The firm maed Lo puhblinh mainly

science lietion, praily bad science filetion
at that, im their series of books, in cloth
and paper simultancouwly, msmally firat ed-
itiona, Their svaeping chamge af pallcy to
paper-coverad editions of succesaful baoka
eliminated SFP shile rapidly raising the boval
af literscy. A returm Lo SF nox would be m
worth while move.

on the

SCREEN

I'. raally came from out of mpace laatnight,
from 20 *Hllnn Miloa tLa Fﬂ » Im the
company o y larryhawsaen, ita Ltecholcal
effects star, and Ray Bradbury and Charles
Harmig, | sav the previav of the shet -in
~Sicily acientifilm pravionaly kmown ms *

« The ymir, mnow snnamed i N
is a son-human i{nhahitamt of Lhe
It ia brooght bacthk aa & z00-
logical mpecimen by tha firat USAF siped-
itioniisemething abeut Earih'a atmoaphare
phensaepally inereazes its rate af grawth »o
it grows ta Homg-l1ike atature and wraska the
eipected ruination.

plecture,
planet Venua,

Dosas't matter whother theas ersatures
come frem beneath the sea, out of the aky or

space or the prebisteric past, thoy have
their work blmapristed for Lhems imaenante
deatruction, and the ymir from VYenma  doen
not depart from tradition.®

Accarding to my wife 1 smat be balf-

deaf, beraome 1 revsl in drums and booms sad
rackei roara and can absorb a lat of deci-
baln. Bat I ewmerged from the preview of 20
!IIIH. ql.- to Farith with my gars ringing
and Cha distiect fmpreasion that | had been
transparted hack 1o time to spend a day re-
caording tha bellawings of roughhouaiog dime-
samra, Somaons with an agency for earplugs
could make a moumelary killimg duriag thia
piclure'a run, becawse unwarned patroos are
going ts ruah oot for somelhiug to stuff Im
their asara.

Wemo j_'rom_ _]|

\0VA PUBLICATIONS LT

Au fram duly lot. (95), amr Naw Addrows will e
MACLAREN HOUSE |
1310 Gireal Nuflolk Mireel.

LONDON N.F.1.
TiL 1 HOF 1711
EDITORIAL ADVERTISING

SUBSCRIFTIONS

Scund anide, viewed as s monsatar pictlure
thia wae excellent of §ta genre, onlya shade
removed from King Kong far its smcope and fts
thrilla. The anisatlon I great, and mod-
ela integrnted with reslity almast I[ndeteci=-

ably. The battle betasgra Lthe ymir and the
elsphant ia liarryhamsen's masterpiecs ta
date. The ¢realure from Veaus jLeelf  has

scmawhai the sppearanca of am opright alli-
gator, with elongated tail and jowled rep-
tilian head wilh cack's comb,

-E.n. with leag memarias — or filea of SF

magarivnes dating bmck far endugh — can
fet & previevw of the aprearance af the 1it-
tla greea man of Yan o 8 —b g 11

by raferring montally or physically to [

cover of the [irst w M m
Awguat 19178, Depicted there to 1Taatrate
Arthar Leo Zagat's "The Lanmd where Time
Stoad Still ™ je practically whail you sse oam
Lthe screan in the piclure adapted from Panl
¥. Fairman's "The Commic Frame". As &m a=-
geat, 1 mald this atory ta Malibu Produoet-
iensr am = eritie, 1 breathe a aigh of ro-
l1iaf Lhat ] don't have to pan Lhe completod
nrodmct.

Im ite origieal form, "The Cosmic Frame™
won]d have made a gaad off-dowtheat ABiteh-
cock balf howr telefilm. It wam told as a
tragedy: but ths picture la played an smeh
far tmmar aa foar herror, and both elements
come off very well. Fanl Hlalsdell aets the
mead for fum at the openimg of the film with
hia olever cartooma that accompany the cred-
itn, and gots a credit for the technical eof-
facts — vhich include the creation andde-
atrection of a Clay Pidgean and its balb-
brained inhahitantas.

CE‘. ui Prankenstein, produced inm color
in land, {1a not a mew advenmilore of
the fmvulnerable mooster, but the ariginal
atary agaln...aluo Lln England, Amalin Rey-
solds long'a “The Thoughi-Monater® Is ta be
prodoced as A Fiand withooti a FPaca; Jamea
Nicholuan has mads Cat=fiirl; John Uyndham®a
“The Day of the Triffida™ amd Franok Hohin-
sofi'm "The Tower” are anncunced,

— PFORREST J. ACEERMAR

" Thia somnds very such liks Nenry Iultner's
atory, “Heauty and the Beast" in a 1910

Thrilling ¥onder Stariss. - Fd.
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Bloomington

News Letter

Abaut a century sgo, in Bleomingtlon, ibe
Lincoln made a holl-raiaing apeech againat
glavery which was loet ta postarily hocause
na one wna ahle {ar botheraed) te write it
down, and insamuch aa Abe spoke from ewff-
notea he was mal aftaresrd able ta recom-
atruet it, S50 lacal histary is noted for a
Bou~famowa Loat Specch. That ascamed a for—
tile fleld for a acience ficticm movel, and
after much ressarch 1 gave it my all. The
gist of Lhe baok im simpler a2 swasum &f the
Far foture learma of Lhe apeech, amd hirea
s research Firm to get 1t, A group of men
are deapatched to 1856 with pocket wire re-
carders ta locate the ball, anenk in and re-

cord ths speech, and anecak omt again. The
complications af Lhe joh make wp the story.
Yell, sir, my all was not good encugh. Wy

pubiisher baunced ft, and & dozen
bave aent Lheir regrets. And my fime commic
mind foils Lo tive mr the anaver s whatl
haprens noxl to "The Lincoln !lmntera®.

fath of "mypictares™ are grtheriog dust
and it smybe a vory loox time before youw aee
them on the atlver (or nluminized) ascreen.
“Long loud Silence™ has heen postponed  bo-
canse of atar-trouble. The parchaser haa
lined up a studia {United Artists) and a di-
rector rlll:hnrd Sale), but each nctar wha
wna approsched haekod away ip harror., Seems
Lhe story was o LiL tee strong, or sowe fool
reason. Anyway, plans bave been & olved un-
Lil autwsen, ind I don't kpmos vwhat bapnened
to “¥ild Talent=., My end af the conlraoct was
wrapped up and sealed aluwont & yesr nga, and
] wan tald the ahoating acript was finlshed
lpat summer. Sinee that times dend ailence.
1 amapect that Socurlty Agants have Stepped
Ia nod Sileoced them, lesat anothar National
Seeret should lenk out. After all, If Cart-
mil]l and Campboll csn doa it with the ntem
tomb Lriggsr, 1 can do iL with telepathy.

Yhich reainds me ... 1 think my greatest
pervo is Lthe fast sand laase manoer Ino shich
some writera play around with accurity sgents
and Ltheir oparating practicea. Consciavaly
ar othervise, thrae writers repeal the dumb
tricks they have scem in the mavies, without
ever thinking the matler throsugh. Like the
perfeel cerime, the perfect accrel sgent pgoea
forever undetlected, The less~than—perfecl a-
#ent makes ome alip and ia caught, This is
the fellow we read ahout lo the nevapapers.
{imerican agrots c-roght in forelign countries
are “iptelligepce =sgenta®™ vwhile farcigmera
caughl here are "apies®. Tha label ia chang-
od Lo alter Lhe smatfonal impati om ihe Amer—
jean ypublic.) The dumb a=ent mevaer gels off
the groennd «— hin inability ia discaversd in
the training achaol and he is washed aut,

Fred Pahl, im hia "Slave Ship=, commits
some funny stuff with his secr-t agents, Two
men from a agcrel project get drunk and hlab
about thair work — vhich lam't too surpria-
ing, conaidaring. They aren't kept an a
redervatian (-uch aa Los Alamos, for in=-

atance) but are allaved ta wnnder into tomm
and frequent saleons. No damage §a deme im
thim inatance bacawae they are onvittisgly

talking to s goverument security agent. Daaa

the agent repart thia breach of wecnrity”?
Are gur heroes arrested and shot? Nope.
Well, why mot? Brcause the agent dosan't

bather to report it, and

everybady goes on
about hia business.

For a ranlly clever and honeat handling
af security and secrct agents, read Framk
Ferbert's “Under Pressure-. 1 have aennt
aympathy for an imagioative writar who cam
dream up chapters upon chaptera of intriemste
spacenhin and future world stuff, and then
allow hia secret agentn Lo acl like ten-year
dld boys playing Spy in the back yard.

— BOBR TUCKER

NEBULA SCIINCE FICTION wenL ona manth=
Iy schedule from fasne XNo. 21 {May). & wel-
ctome forward atep. Now all bat cae af the
slx magnzioes currently pobllabed In Arit-—
aim are montihliea,

In the USA, Standard Magnzinsa, usdar
their new {mprint Tine Pablicatlons, reviv-
ed the title WOKDER STORIES after Juat aver
Luenty yearu sith n conventional digeat nfze
magazine dated simply 1957, released loMay,
When the firm acqulred WONDER STORIIS frowm
fuge fiernshack In 1018, they added the word
THRILL NG to the tille ta confarm with num-
arous other pulps Lhey then produced. The
Dev wagarine (m nembared Vol, XLV, %o. 1
eontinuing from the last TWS of 1pas,

i . P —

LONDON '
1957 WORLD CONVENTION

dustraliam Represantativs — Graham Stans
Rox 4446, GPY — Sydmey, K5
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JCIENCE FICTION NEWS

BGOKS

1IN SEARCH OF WONDNER: ensays on modern
science fictlon
by Damon Enight (Advent: Pablishera,
A8 Kth. Sheffiold Ave, Chicago 13, 111,
1938, xii, 180 pp, $r.00)

-!‘.\ln impartant book, for two resaaona. In
- the first place, it is the firat aubatan-
tial book abaut acicnce fiction ta asaume
that Lhe reader has nome knawledge of the
field, and conceniratsr on examining soma af
the wark done im it. In  the mecond place,
the exnmipntion s made by someope qualified
to moke it adequntely. Kmight in ons of cnr
moat capablo annlysis, and 1ho book s an
illumicating survey of & conaidernble part
af actence fiction.

From his book reviess in nurerous per-
iodicalas, Xnight bas sclocled Bl books is-
aued from 1950 ta 1003; moat of the beat
books and a fair oumber of books outstamding
for other ressooa. Regrowped inta chaptera
oa nuthors amd trenoda, shat he has Lo say a-
bout them glvea a coherent picture of Lhat
part of pclance fiction repreaented s book
form — or st leant, in baoka rubliabed in
Amgrica, A few of the booka discussed have
ot yatl appearrd s kEngland, and wc suppase
probably will omotr ap the other hapd, Lhere
18 oo apace wasled om the vildermesa of bad
writing nnd worse Lhinking Lthat ja thr bolk
of alleged mcience fictlon in Aritiah bonoka.
Clarke, ¥yndham, Meclntoah, Valnr, Margot Fen-
nol an.d svom Caatle are caovered, thourh.

“A bad hook”, XKmight aays, “llurta aci-
ence fictiom more than Len bad motlicesn.” e
Lherefore ssoa It mna an importanil part of ,
critic's work Lo leok carefully at delective
books ma wel] as the more auccesaful, Lven
sa, most of Lhe N1 have at leaat acmc merit.
fhe lmportanmce of lNeinlein, Campbell, Stur-—
gran, the Kuttmers, Bliah, Eormbluth, Pratt,
inimov and {to change the subject] vmn Vogt
and {Lo change it again) firadbury is cval-
uated in the firat half of the book, as well
as somr works of Frapeis Stevens, Stanion A.
Coblentz, Karel Capek and Jahm Collier, and
a roguaa' gallery of “lia)f-RAad Writera” and
"Chuckleheads™.

=A totally bad bhoeok ia a kind of jay in
ituelf, like a complciely ugly dog.® IXnight
sayal "Mat these {n-beturena, Im shieh Lthe
author secma on altermate pagen a penius and
ab idiot, are almast unhear ble,® llr axpanes
Mathrson'a ahpurd attemplas to eaplain LLT
piriam in acientifie Lerma in "] am legend™)
Wclntoash's “pminful collection af avaidohle
mistakea™ in "Form Leader®™ and “One in Threr
NMuadred”{ Jack Flooey's “akilful llollywaod
tarady of sclonce fiction™ in "The Nady
Saatchers®; David Xarp'a failure In “0ns”,
of shich Knight sayns: "The real ememy, Lhe
Stale, campal be judged, caponot be compared,
and cannatl frightem becawse IL doen nrt e1-
iat: It mal amly bas no mnmr, butme hinstory,
oo philoaophy, mo docirice of §ts own, no

alogans, Bo catchphrasea; It diaplacea ne
alr and leavea me footprints. A willain
withoul & motive might an well wear handle-
bar mowalachen and anarl “Ah, me praud
beauty!"” The audience womld ai least koow it
wna exprcted Lo hins,”

Some af the Chackleheads are Kendell F,
Crosasen ["llanesal convletion embodied in dis-
bonest sriting™)) Charlea Eric Maing {~'Time-
liner' is that sort of amateur flightof fan-
cy that tnkes leavs of Lts premimes, and itas
arnapn, in the arcond chaptear.®)i inatisn Nall
and Homer Fom Fliny, aothors of *"The Hlind
Spat= (~on acknawledped clamaic af famtaay,
tirat published in 19211 wmuch praiscd since
then, sevorm]l timea reprinted, veoerated hy
cannola<sura — all deapite the fnct that the
bank hsw na recognlaible vestige af merit?).

“Shy abould amybady rip a bad work of
art 1o ahreda? why, to find cut bhaw it is
made., The critical methad is to Lake Lhinga
apart. The eritic msea the same sharp—edged
tools am all steries, bwt good atorles re—
ainty bad ones come Lo piecen. One of these
Loalas happens to be lawghter,”™ asays Enight
aa he preparea to explore "Th: Rlind Spot=.
Traues uninicotional bumor im the eure mark
of the bad writer.

The chapter on van Yogi, titled “Cos-
mie Jerrybuilder”, dwells mainly an the in-
cahorent "Null-i" storles, {Knight sctually
maoagen to describe an apparent chronslog=
jienl sequence of eventn.) bot proceeds Lo a
thorough unalysis of tha wny wvanm Yogt wrots
badly apd got =way with L.

later chapters look at the way seicore
fietion serma Lo be golag — and shere it had
better nat go teo far.

inthaay Doucher eentributes an intro-
ductian im vhich he ban something to say en
the shole questian of reviewing and (nat the
samc Lthing) criticiam aa well an saying this
af the book:s =1t {is addressed — though the
sit and elarity of the writing shauld make
it readable Lo anyone = apacifically to the
regular reader of aciente fiction...n marked
-advantage fin that Lhe writer of critiques
far the generm] literary public must apoad
mach of hia time ia uncomfortable defcoalve
or avangeliatic postures, And, too, améang
ocnraclves one €an attack frulta 1= science
fletian without being misinterpretad as at-
tacking ths genre Itaclf. And L provides
copclusive proof that, to nquate Knight's in-
traductory crodo, 'Science fictionin s Cield
af literature vorth takipeg seriously, and
that ordinary eritical standards can hemean-
iogfully aprlied ta it,'"

The hoak, first {psved under a nev im-
print, is s fine piece of pradaction ampart
from mameroun typagraphical errors snd  arv-
cernl ssudpy €artoona by J. L. Fatterson.
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TIE FIAST MFN IN TIE MOOK

by l. G, Welln {Corxi TI'R)

alenys & conaliderahle achsaal
given 1o proclaimiog that shal wam goad
cnaugh for {ta fathera wvam gaod smomgh for
it. Mot Lo otier sueh a scentiment during the
last Lthrer grosralions has been heritieal,
snve perhaps in the narrow and perveras Field
of antique collectieg. The modrrm world has
bren canditionmd to regard iteelf anm in all
wayu wunerfar ta the past, aod pariicularly
1o the recent past) so it ia alwostl aAutomat-
ie Lo look for evidenee of “dating™ aver
nhich we mmy feel & glow of aslf-matinfact-
ion, in & work sixtly yearas old.

dMhore
_[" wan

The republication of "The Firat \Wem In

the Moan"gives us tittle opportomity ta
satiafy this desiret far apart from mipor
refarences tao droas and a team of hravy
dranght horssnm, the coptent of Lhe natory
could as well be Lem years old, Style, how-
ewer, Iis a difforent matler. There we find
rdating™ enoewmgh Lo sael & moderm editor
blanching, nod even Lo be moticeahle Lo the

ordinary reader. fere ia a simple atory aimp-
iy told, with nm art which concenln art. Not
good ecmough, mowadays, II you'wse got art,
who'n Lo know if you don't abaw [L? ind Lhe
canatruction! W®here in the opening chapteras
is the =zip, prp 2od dynamic saction nacensafly
ta eapturs the reader's sttsntian?

Frankly, it f{sn'L there —— aas, as enoy
enperienced aditor will tell you, nobody wiil
rend It. Thia man Wells daean't apply jour-—
naliatic principlea. in the shole baok he
ahowa no g)immering appreciation of the mepon—
1it fact that it'm love sakea the world go
rodnd, Pity n prosent—day magaxine illua-
trator put onta this jahiy ma bulgimg hrasa-
feroa, no provoking pantiea! imd the charac-
teral 1ilnw enn a reader be expreted Lo iden-
tify his mwppressed will to poser with a
caupla of ardinary fellows who are Dot evem
propagandists far any kind of terrentrial
mmperfarity save that conforred by grnvitat-
fon?

On tap af these crimes, thore la the
title...ind yet It ham been ropublished re-
peatedly, dear editors. Ta mo, at least, the
re=-rendinr has come as n gaad meal after a
courag of synthetie vitamina, llero fa renl
aclence fictieonm. Wat nmcience Black-aanh,
pol s¢isnee ndventure-atery ({though It does
not Ilnck odventure) not mcience Munchhavarn,
nar scicnce hnywire, nor seience canfesnien,
bal solid, basic mciente Tiction. lostead of
a mantage af this, that or the other enrofal
angle ar alant, thers ls juat a stery, full
of jovention, yet =0 sobtly smaalhed that
mneh af the Lhoupht which han gone inte it
appenrs only on examinatjon, Erilten, more—
ever, in cxeellent proset Chapler Seven, In
shich ¥ella deacriben the lunar dawn, offera
comparinan wilh nny pameage you may find de-
scribing any other estra-terrestrinl d=wn.

A reaull of thla re~rendipg has been to
anke ms ennmider ance more what hns hapreoed
ta achener fiction mince its ecarly nand prom-—
ining youth, apnd to arrive al some mal  very
hapny canclusinba.

Siaty years a=n the world was freer.
in adthnr mirht tilt At a oumharaof Ltarpetst

he mieht get himaelf labelled with an “{am”
bt he waa Bt dnmmed with it. Ta a great
mnny people it secrmed right that wminds  of
should exsmine the pomsibilities
vhieh acfemce wnn exponing.

all types

The mind of N, G, Yalla, taking s thes-
ia and logically exploring It im the light
of Unawe facta and posaihilitien, stimulated
a shole grEeration, It was nat, perhaps, a
profound mind, bul |tw effeact was profownd
and has yet to be appraiscd. ¥e could de
well with snother auweh atimulator —= i he
cauld keep oul of gaol ip thess days. MNean-—
while, the effect af re-reading onc of the
slightest of ¥Welln' baoks has boen to deter-—
mine me to re-read othera, if anly for the
pleasurable acnsation of havieg no box—office
at Lhe holm.

- JOIN WYNDHAM
c-Eantasy Bexies, ed.

{reprinted from S
Valler Gillinga,

UNTOUCHED AY RUMAN HANDS
by Robert Sheekley (Michael Joseph,
10%4)

i‘rhrrr is probably a sord thai jual suss up
Sheckley's work at its beat, it"a mat
exactly “quaint”™, or "cute”, =and it's net
exactly “funny”, for aften it Is mo lanphing
matior but cause for thowghtful diamsy. ItL's
nol aven "satiric* though that comea fnirly
clane. VYhalevar you choose to eall it, there
fa something distinetly Sheckley, a touch of
aomglhing uninuely hia osm, ahoul many of
hia stories. Sometimew there ia npomsthing
rather snggentive of that such oavermmted
sriter, Ray fAradbary, Il=& the approach. Bat
Sheckley can nlso tell a atery that atands
exnmination. (Aradhery eap too, but rarely
Lriesa.)

For inetance, there ia the title stery
af this ecolleetian of shorts which Lhe pub-
liahers have Included In a meriea called
“Novela af Yomorrow”, prebably on tha theory
that SF readara dan't know the difference.
Thia atory, vhich you may have read in Gal-
AZY %a “One Man's Telsosn®, ia a flipjant —
nat the word eithsr — tale about two inlar-
atellar voyngera Ltrying Lo find wmomething
uneful, particularly something,edible, in an
abandoned allem warchouss, Their sitoation
ia really quite despernte and horribhle, but
there fa mo demperation or harror in the
atory. Here mr have these Lwo characters
facod with atarvation on aa uwphmawn and un-
inhabited planel shers svery mave aerms to
wake malters vorso., Yet it'a fonmy. As for
hos Lhe situnticn cnme up, therr in ma at-
tempt ta shaw it o renlistic terms. Far
the anke of Lhe slory we are ta muppose that
in a foraacahle future (nterstallar travel
is galng to he a0 frac and enay that morans
¢an get themselven Jaat and atranded. Nobady
vpolhera with aueh minar mmttera as navigati-
fon, arbits, takeoffa, landings — muy mare
than wilh atmosphers, temperature or gravit-
atian. 1t'a quite like Nradbury's fairy-
tale "Mars®, (o fnct. It reads quite well an
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long as youw dor't stop to think, But it ia
mot Lyplcal of Sheckley at his heat, and §t
seems a pity Lo give it the digaity of baok
publication a¢ promimently.

"Cont of Living® is vhal scmeons haa
¢alled a ape—cylinder extrapolation: a atary
in which one prasent tremd ia shown comtinm-
ing inte am otharvius vague future vhers it
iw a dominant slement. Im this ¢ase we have
a ar futurs In which averyome canalatently
livea beyond hia means, tmying more tham he
€an pay for on the mever—hever syatem. Se
poaterity bhas to pay far §t. We sce a Lyple-
al wmolld citfren, his haume cluttered with

more and mofe sunerfluaua gadgetsr what g-
mownl te a largs ataff of robat aervants,

from the Antomntic Bartender to the Reminder
that remambers Lhings for him: asventeaem-
honr record—changar ("He badu't had a chance
Lo try eut ths phone, hut iL was & basutiftul
plece of forniture.”)) aolfdo—projoctor {(“He

bad watehed A program  juat last manth,”);
and & mere tvo hundred and three thousand
dollars amd twemly-mioe canta to pay om it
all. True, if ha vanta ta buy a mew robot
housaksaper ("Instesd of rupaing around sll
day puwahing balf a dazen battens, all you
bave to do ia push one!™) the has to arrenge
some were cradit, bat that's juat a matter
af asigning over hism son'a earminga far iLhe
first thirty years of his adult life. (The
youngater s slrendy plansing hia awn selnt-
fon Lo the prablem, which la ta staw awny on
& racket to Mara: maybs mot a very exciting
place, but at lenat out af resch.] ied ao,
off Lo work. One ahift & monibh doing ma-
thing in particwlar f§n a fully automatic
factory. The only thisg to disturh hia
peace of mind s that swieide next doarg
“Evary modarn coovenience im hia house, and
Be bung himsslf with = piece of ropa.”

"Ritual® reminds one af Lhe ald atory
abowt the skiplaad of varlous naticmalitisa
wrecked ona remote falandi the Greeka atart-
od a restaurant, and the lmwatrnlisns & rece-
courae, and wo am) and after iz moeiha Lhe
tve Englirhmen were atill waltiong ts be In-
troduced., Im this atary there's a planet
shere atanding on ceremony ia Lhe mein oc-
cupation, amnd if a space caslnway diem of
atarvalion before the afficial eerrmany of
welcome ia finiahed it's jual his bad luck,

“Aands OFf" In s powv veraien of an old
thrae, apace pirmcy. Not aa WALy ysara ago,
no SF magazine wmas complete withouwt = Span-
ish Maim atery robaahed in futuriatic Lterma,
with energy veapoms auhstituted for cutlas-
saa, the airlock for the Plank, uraniems for
gold bullian, eredita far piecen of elghty
and Lthe maat (ntercating charnclers bearded
and hlack-bearted ruffiasce vhe might et any
moment forget themaelvea sand roar “Shiver me
Timbera!™ from force of hahit. The fashion
has chasged, nlas, and we rarely mee thene
brave fellowa naw. But there will he open-
tnga im apace far villaimy, and future ages
wil] undaubtedly bare intarstellar ahips on-
gaged im it im one way or amother, evem if
Lhey don't go arvond challenging ather ves-
sala with a shot across the hawa. "Handa
Off™ ia about aunch a ship, a "trader® whome

cargo la safecrackiog aguipment and atomie
bomba, On an owt-of-the—way world there
camss am oprortunity te trade fm the ahbip

far a bettar ome shich an unsuspecting alien
has landed thors. MTat 1t turms omt =asl to
be as easy na it looka.

“The Monsiers™ are a diagusting lot af
harroras flabky tailless hineda, poking about
or m mare civilised plaget. They serm to he
fmpervious to culture — aven kick up no end
of a fusa at omc of them being killed in ac-
eardance with eiviliaod practice. Now they
weelm to be cleariog autl. Goad riddance! —
An ariginal ohblique lock st the humam race
aa othars might aec I,

“Satchhird™ takes am aprarently reason-
ahle idex: & robotpoliceforean Who la going
Lo commil crimes wilth palice robota ernining
invisibly overhead at random, watching shat

peaple are up ta with ontiring, vefafling
vialon? The only trouble in — well, that's
the story.

“The lapacted Man™ unea the ald device,
now prare but once Loo common inm SF, of tell-
iog the story im corrsmpomdonce form. The
corrcapondence ia between a Oovernment of-
ficial and a bwilding coniractor over nome
details of s matagnlexy juat built: details
like "This red-ahift...1've read your explan-
ation nnd 1 atill don't understnnd it."} the
pressence of s lot of unatable atoms {"ire
Yyou iryiog to get away with inferior matar-
tals?™); ard a man caught ip a Lime [lnw,
shose predicamont 4a the acturl plot.

The other atories iocluded are ~“The 11—
tar®y "Keop Your Shape™; “Farm™§ "Snpecial-
ial™y “Seventh YicLim™; and "Beaide Still
Watera®. A good aelectionm of Sheclley, and
not Lo he mimasnd,

NO MAN FRIDAY
by Rax Gorden (feinsmann, 1958)

{In America am "First om Mara= lcs re,

1957)
“ayex Gordom im a fairly mew writer, having
‘.Ig takes up writing at & matore ags in Lhe

Inat fev yeaars. fle han written nodor hia awa
nama, Stanley TNemnett llough, =and ax Monnett
Stanley, elght navels including at least enc
(“Extinction Romber") that 1s really aci-
ence Tiction without making a point of It —
and tvo alreight aclients fletion maveln an
Gardon, Ye migsed “Utopla 230" ameéng 1933's
fine crop of wopreopomessing offerimgas [rom
Eewcomera, butl oav amapect that we may have
misned namathimg good; for "No Man Friday”
la very goad fpdeed.

One of Lhe reasomna for readieg acience
fiction at all ia that, like all writing
worth anyone's attention, Lt bas a atlroag el-

ement of surprise: baut for anyone wha has
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rend much im thr Ticld, the feeling of rev-
elatien wmat be dimintahed by familinrity
eith Lhe warld-vicy and nspirations far the
foture commanly accepted and uswally figur-
ing fm aciconce fiction starias. ¥all, im "Ka
Man Priday® thr surpriss ts there for the
mont hardened voteram.

Firat of all, we bave somrthing that is
increazingly rars as reality snerakas upan us,
ag upuswal view of the work leading Lo space
flight — and a sharply detailed pleturo, at
that. His suggeation as to juast how the in-
ftial voyage could be made ia brilliant. it
the rink of anticipating a few anrpriseas for
you, Lhis fa hov it goes.

Then we conalder the prepoaterous fop
of srcrecy that red Lape bas waoven around it
we may suapaci that the aetoal sork done ta-
wards geltiog of f the Earth ia a long way a-
head of Lhe reporta the public e nllowed te
see. fHNare ft la soggented Lthat it is sev-
eral yeara asheadt a mecretl American project
placad its firat artificial matellits in or-
bit ip !984, and a Rossian ane followad in
1955, ©Buwt the firat flight ta Mara was mot
the work of any majapr pawer: it wan plamned
aod execuled by a comspirmcy af rocket eng-—
ineera, fed ap with waelean work on s fumbi-
ing, wonrealiatic guided minaile achems for
a piechpenny govarnment, who datermined teo
de scmething constrwctive inatead,

Firat they sent a photo-recomasissance
rocket arcund the Moon — tmilt ama ~fareign
order” with the firm's tlme, squipment and
suppliea, under the nnaes of autherity. {"¥.
were held up for a yoar because Do one comld
thiak of any rasssen to ipdsot far the satro-
nomieal photographic egquipment whick would
enahls wa Lo Lake the short-range plclures
of the Moon a& we awung around i¢.") Then
they alarted on the Mars rockot., The hardest
part vas ool any deaign problem, and nat even

cooking Lhe baoks to accewni Far aeverything
they used In bailding §t, but comcenlimg a
reckel two hundred feet tall and (ifty-six

around the base...how would yon hide it?

Put that's just preliminary. There's a
grim view of the difficultiea Inheorent im
apace Flight, bul that's just preliminary,

too. Most of Lhe back ka a hrilljant ex-
plarmtion of the chamces for life on MHars —
the astronomical Mars, the plopet we cam ex-
pect ta deal vith — and the problema of the
atrraded eiplorer in staying alive. Amd the
oature af Man and of intelligemce, The title?
It's not just grafird on, for the theme aof
the aimilarirty and difference of the inter-
planetary castawvay's asituatiaon aad Crusoe's
recars conatantly threough the book.

Tut dap't take awr word for it — read
“¥a Mam Friday” and be surprised youraelf.

Obituary
J. Allen St. John

{Chicago, May 23rd.)

J. Allem St. Jobn wan perhapas
best known to ua am the priocipal illustrat-
or of Fdgar Rice Parrougha. Bath fo msgaxins
apd baok appearances ho provided ideal piec-
torial Interpretatiana for moat of the Maras,
Venos and Earth’s Care movels, of which 8ur-
rougha (s reported to have said that he Felt
Lhey were respomaiblo for half his aales.

St. Joha studied in New York, Paria, Bal-
glum and flolland, apent maat of the rest of
hia 1ite in Chicago. Ila served az dasigner
and illustrator for various nowapapers, Sag-
azines — from Aarper's Bazear and Red Book
to Amazing Stories, Fantantie ddventures,
Woird Tales, Oriental Stories, Blua Rook.
— and book publishera. He slao taught art
for some Lhirty years at the Chicage Art In-
stitute and American Academy of irt.

Hia work for Purrougha and stLhera who
wrots fn the truditian of fantastic adven-
Lture wna an assacntial part of an early phass
af meiemce fiction. "Hia wonderful dravings
gave a Lhird dimenalon Lo the ald senae af
wander,® writes Forraat J. Ackerman.

James Whale

(Lon Angelen, May £9th)

Hritish-borm James Yhale, the dirscter
of the original Frankeostein films, wax in
his afxty—first year when he wan sccidental-
Iy killed in the grounds of him home.

%hale's carser as an artist — he dres
cartoons for The Ryatandar before he saa 20
— was interropted by Warld ¥ar I. Drawn to
ths sCaga, he became a succeonsaful actar and
thence praoducer in londen, lefL far Holly-
wood in 1020,

Amang his many ocutntandipg films were
Jonrrey's End, Yaterlos Bridgs axd [lell's
He directed Charlas laughtan, Boris

Angelas,

llrlnif. Ernest Theniger nad Raymwond Mamsoy
In the weird T * M Donacy snd the or-
iginal L] ¢ Mapn, Tenturiog Claude Rains
atd soms sotl able apeclal effecta, A pionser
whose ¢rcative immgination baw =& place in

acresn history of particular Interaat for
scisnce filction,
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BLAST GFF AT WOOMELA

by Hugh Waltara

Faber A FPabar 202 pp

Mamnad reckeil ta photograph
Moan from space, tha pilat
& precocious Lesmager. De-
tajlad accaunt of tha pre-
Jaet.

Yory good juvemile with amth-
amLic bachgronad.

EARTHLIGAT

by Arthmr C. Clarka
Fan Rka. {paper)

Spy mavel sst an the Maam
in tha 22ad Cemtury. Pull
cansfdaration af prebable
conditiona thers. HNadersm
view of interplasetary

coloaisation and warfars.

Parhaps tha cluarsst pleturs
of a Moom colamy yai srittens,
Aotiam avbardisated someuhat
to the astting, tmt this la
of epcugh {mterant itawslf.
Read thia §f ysu can't get
the hard caver editian,

TAE LONG WiAY BACK

Marget Bammetlt
Sciemce Pietian Boak Club

200 pp

Indefinfite future. Preaent
warld order lamg forgottem)
Africa tha mais cultural
centar, a atatic casts ays-
tem aperationg. Expeditioa
to England to atudy prie—
itivas.

Intareating personsl com-—
flicts arisiog from the rig-
idity of ths soclal pattiern.
Rather glight plotl atherviag.
¥ell writtenm and resdshlq it
mot toa origieal. A bargailn
on SFRC terma.

MEM, MARTIANS AND MACHINES

by Eric Frazk Ruasall

Cargl Bka. (paper) 190 pp

Feur epliacdaar “Jay Scare”,
“Mechaniatria®™ and "Symhia-
tica™ from wartime iatomnd-
ing) “Memmeriea™ previounaly
uapubliahed. Exploration of
odd plamets, moatly.

Kot snlike van Vagt'a “Yayage
of the Spaca Beagle® in plan,
bat a complete camtrast im
axecution., Decaptivaly aim-
ple style, carefully rgasomed
alien lifa formu. Recommend-
ad,

PLOTONIA: Anm Adventure
through Frehisteory

by V. A. Obhruchev

trasmlated from the Rmasian

by Briam Pesarcs.

111. E. J. Pagram

Lawremce & Viahart 319 pp

Bollaw Earth with palar op-
eainga fawpd by pre-ravel-
utiomary Ruamian explorera.
Extimet fawna from dimo-
Asurs Lo cave mem,

Rmanlan ldea of a high grade
adacatlonal jovenlila, with
plenty of palmontology with—
oal teara. in excallent
“lont world” navel. First
publiahed 19241 thia In Lhe
firat English editiom, amd
a goad readable Lrannlation.

RETURN T0 TOMOR®ROW

hy L. Ran Rubbard
Panther Pka. {paper) L44 pp

Iateratellar travel. Ra-
tarded sohjective tima at
nsar-light mpeads makes it
fesalble but pimce dacades
pass im wesks for vayagars
Lthey farm am isalated canle
— virtually {mmertal from
planets’' viewpainmt,

Fate of younp man ghang-
hajad fale exile. Grim,
malodramatic, aften movimg.
Kaad it. Put why mat In
bhard covera?

SPACE, TIME AMD NATHANIZL

by Briam ¥, ildias

Fabar & Frher 208 pp

14 abortai1 “Canviction®)
"Criminal Record®; “Dumb
Show"; "The Falled Man"j
"Not for am idge"q "Our
Kind of Knawledge™§ “Owit-
aida™)] “"Panel Game™§ “Pog-
=uith*) "Payelopa*) "The
Shubabub Race™| “Super-
eity"t "I"| "Thare In i
Tide".

in odd eallactionm of war—
jous moods, malnly light,
apusunl and origimal.

YHITE IUCODST

by John Boland
Digit Bua. (paper) 189

Uadeclared warfare by
means af waathsr camivel.

Balapd'a firul mavel mow
in a peckeil edition.
Recommended .,
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